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Conclusion 

 

  

 In its recent report on the current situation in the Middle East, the Royal Institute 

of International Affairs in London, contrary to American optimism for successful 

transformation of post-war Iraq into a modern democracy of American type, predicts a 

dismal future for the Arab country. The document, entitled “Iraq: the regional fallout”, 

points out that Iraq, which almost since the very beginning of its existence as an 

independent country has been ruled by means of terror and manipulation, cannot be 

expected to become in a matter of two years a model of pluralism and lawfulness in the 

Arab world. Moreover, British experts do not see a way out of the current governing 

pattern, and express the apprehension that “a war for regime change in Iraq will either 

break the [existing oppressive] mould and risk chaos, or end up reinventing the same 

formula for ruling Iraq which has prevailed hitherto.” 

 A possible vacuum in the country could prove disruptive for the entire region.  

And while Arab leaders fear a long-term change in the political situation, the setback 

might become a reality much sooner than expected. Iraqi neighbors, whose stalling 

economies have been badly affected by the war, have already started experiencing the 

negative impact of the cuts in the Iraqi oil exports. To them, the question of who is going 

to control Iraqi oil in the near future might prove crucial for their economic stability. 

 On the other hand, the United States is very unlikely to pay too much attention to 

the reformation of the Iraqi political system. Motivated by the post-September 11th anti-
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terrorism doctrine, American officials will most probably continue their hunt for 

uncooperative dictators and terrorism-sponsoring regimes in neighboring countries, such 

as Syria and Iran, leaving a US-staffed military government to rule with iron-fist-in-a- 

velvet-glove methods in devastated Iraq. 

 The unilateral approach of the United States in dealing with the Iraqi crisis might 

bring about yet another negative consequence. Waging a preemptive war without a 

United Nations authorization to protect its national security, the United States set a 

dangerous precedent. Following the American example, Turkey might decide that it too 

can intervene in Northern Iraq, cracking down on Iraqi Kurds, to protect its national 

interests. The same approach could be adopted by Syria whose growing Kurdish 

population may get emboldened by recent events to claim broader political rights. 


