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 With the weapons inspections going on in Iraq, the first quasi-coalitions that split the 

international community emerged during this week. On the hand, two of Europe’s leading 

nations both in NATO and in the European Union, France and Germany, stiffened their 

resistance to using force to disarm Iraq. Both countries insisted on prolonged inspections, with 

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder expressing a staunch anti-war stance. Consequently, 

neither of those two former American allies is expected to support a second Security Council 

resolution legitimizing the use of force against Iraq.  

 Unlike France and Germany, the American administration continued to push its cause for 

war and made its first attempts to build a strong pro-war alliance with other European nations. So 

far, not only Great Britain, a long-time American ally, but also Italy, Spain and Poland have 

responded positively to the American lobbying, spurring American Secretary of State Colin 

Powell to declare that even without a Security Council authorization, the United States will have 

enough foreign support to wage war on its own. 

 The future doesn’t look so bright, though, for most Arabic leaders. The foreign ministers 

of Iraq’s neighbors- Iran, Syria, Saudi Arabia and Jordan- as well as Egypt met in Istanbul on 

Thursday to assess the dangers of a future US-led military offensive against Iraq. Each of those 

countries has its own reasons to fear what now seems a very probable military conflict in the 

Middle East. With most of those states ruled by notorious regimes, it is no wonder that their 



leaders are too much worried that a war resulting in Saddam Hussein’s overthrow might lead to 

chaos in the region and destabilize their own governments.  

 Turkey and Iran are against a war that could cause the collapse of Iraq’s government as 

this might empower the Kurds in northern Iraq to fight for a separate country and inspire the 

large Kurdish minorities in Turkey and Iran to rebel. Besides, both countries fear a flood of 

refugees from Iraq in case of war. Turkey and Jordan are worried that a military conflict might 

harm their already fragile economies. 

  

  


